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Blind Auction … What's in the Box?  

 
Have you considered organizing a blind auction for your COTA community campaign? Just like 

a child who wants to shake each holiday gift to try and guess what is inside, having your event 

attendees bidding on auction items they cannot actually see will be sure to spark curiosity (and 

perhaps competition) between bidders at a fundraising auction.  

 

At a blind auction, a variety of shapes, sizes and weights of wrapped boxes (all containing 

mystery items) are up for bid. Using creative wrapping and packaging to fool your 

participants/bidders adds to the fun of shaking boxes, guessing the contents, bidding, buying and 

unwrapping.   

Gathering Items 
Use your committee to gather items or ask each attendee to bring a wrapped gift to the event. 

Encourage creativity in both choosing and presenting the item. It is fine to have one or two gag 

boxes, but most items should have value or your buyers will feel cheated. Some ideas include: 

 

 Tickets to an event.  Disguise the contents – either add a gag gift to the box or add 

some rocks to fool bidders by the weight of the package. 

 

 Gifts that missed the mark.  Got a brand new item given as a shower, birthday, 

wedding or holiday present? Now you can put it to use! Just be sure the original gift 

giver will not be offended. 

 

 Antique items.  It may not be your style, but it may appeal to someone else! 

 

 Other ideas.  Items that have never been worn, used or taken out of the box. Everyone 

has something like this in a closet, under a bed or on a shelf in the garage. 

Auctioning Items 
Place the wrapped packages on tables set up around the room. Allow time for touching, lifting 

and shaking prior to beginning the Live or Silent Auction. Have event volunteers make sure 

there is no peaking in the corners of wrapping or tearing of paper. 

 

Content Reveal 

As each box goes to the highest bidder, have the winner unwrap the box in front of the 

rest of your bidders so they can all share in the fun of discovering the prize. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact 

CampaignInfo@cota.org. 
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