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COTA Coin Canisters 

Helpful Tips 

 

Collecting coins can be a successful component of your COTA community campaign.   

COTA provides: 

 Coin Canisters Personalized Coin Canister Sheet 

 Coin Canister Chairperson Job Description Coin Canister Tracking Worksheets 

Business Placement Permission Letter Template 

Contact CampaignInfo@cota.org with any questions or to request copies of these community 

campaign resources.  These forms and resources are also available in the Campaign Supply Box and in 

the Volunteers section of the COTA website (COTA.org).   

Coin Canister Organization 

Assign a Chairperson to distribute Coin Canisters to volunteers and to document the placement of Coin 

Canisters in your community.  When proceeds are collected, the Coin Canister Chair should note what 

sites generated the most funds, in case you wish to repeat this effort in the future. 

Coin Canister Maintenance 

Always be prepared for the worst scenario, which is when a coin container is stolen or misplaced by a 

business.  Do not let a bad experience affect your commitment to promote your Coin Canister sites that 

are generating positive revenue. 

Your coin collection effort can be maximized by assigning volunteers to do the following: 

 Routinely checking the condition of the Coin Canister.  Does it still look sturdy and 

undamaged?  Is it eye-catching and professional?  Should it be replaced with a new one? 

 Emptying Coin Canisters regularly.  Unless you are using a clear container that you are trying 

to fill completely, you should empty and deposit funds on a pre-determined schedule.  This 

helps to minimize any loss due to theft and allows the business to become familiar with the 

COTA volunteer. 

Deposits  

Cash collected from Coin Canisters should be converted to a money order or a cashier’s check and sent 

to COTA.  The fee for the money order may be taken from the proceeds.  Look for a bank or credit 

union with a coin counter to count the coins.  Do not use the Coinstar coin counters as they charge a 

fee.  If you cannot find a bank that will count the coins, consider these options: 

 Senior Citizen Centers:  Contact the Social Services Director and ask if they have clients who 

are willing to help. 

 Youth Groups:  Ask for help from church groups, Scout Troops and other youth organizations. 

 Schools:  Teachers may welcome the activity of counting and rolling coins as part of a 

classroom lesson. 
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