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T-shirt Campaign Resource 
 

Do you want to spread the word about your COTA community campaign and raise funds for 

transplant-related expenses? Many volunteer teams have found a t-shirt campaign is the perfect 

way to do both. 

 

The first step in this fundraiser is designing the t-shirt. As you begin, consider how you will 

brand the COTA campaign. Use COTA logos and consider a logo specific for your COTA 

community campaign. Be creative! Always use your COTA campaign website URL. The t-shirts 

will be seen by many, and you will want to direct them to the campaign website to learn more 

about your COTA patient and fundraising efforts. Remember to send your design to 

CampaignInfo@cota.org for approval before production. 

 

You will be most successful if you are able to order t-shirts at a discount from a local t-shirt 

distributer who may be able to also discount the cost of screen printing. You may provide an  

in-kind gift receipt for a vendor who provides t-shirts at no (or deeply discounted) cost to the 

COTA campaign. Also consider seeking sponsors who will underwrite the cost of t-shirts. 

Include their names on the back of the shirt to thank them for their support. 

 

If you will incur expenses to produce the t-shirts, please complete a Budget Worksheet outlining 

anticipated expenses and proceeds. Once approved by COTA, vendors can be paid directly with 

an invoice. Volunteers may also be reimbursed for approved fundraising expenses with an 

original receipt. 

 

If you do not think you will be distributing t-shirts in person, many COTA campaigns have used 

an online third-party vendor, such as Booster.com and teespring.com, with great results. Please 

know that these companies do retain a portion of the proceeds. And your supporters will be 

purchasing t-shirts instead of making a gift to your COTA community campaign. These vendors 

can be particularly helpful if you have individuals located in several communities as all ordering 

is done online, and the vendor handles production and shipping. If you partner with one of these 

companies, please share this information with CampaignInfo@cota.org. You can register as a 

nonprofit organization, and remember to include your COTA campaign name as well as COTA’s 

address so proceeds can be sent directly from the company to the COTA campaign account. 

 

You will want to promote your t-shirt fundraiser through the COTA campaign website and social 

media. Once your volunteer team members have their t-shirts, post photographs of them in their 

t-shirts. Encourage others to post photographs, too, with encouraging words for your COTA 

patient. 

 

Please contact CampaignInfo@cota.org for more information about getting started with your  

t-shirt campaign. 
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