
MIRACLE MAKER SPOTLIGHT 
Dr. Mirian Taddei (1930 – 2017): A Life Well Lived for Others 
 

In 2015, the Children’s Organ Transplant Association honored Dr. Mirian 

Taddei by presenting her the COTA Miracle Maker Award and it was, 

indeed, a highlight of that year’s Miracle Maker Celebration. Dr. Taddei was 

a long-time COTA Board Member. She was given this award (the highest 

COTA gives) in recognition of her many years of service to ensure 

transplant-needy kids receive a second chance at life.   

 

Her connection with COTA started because of her role as a member of the 

Board of Directors of Arizona’s Hunter Contracting Co., which is a heavy highway construction 

company that was founded in the early 1960s by her late husband, Armando, and her. Dr. Taddei’s 

commitment to COTA specifically began in 1993 when the young son of a Hunter Contracting 

employee became very ill. A virus had attacked the child’s liver and a transplant was his only chance 

for survival. After researching various avenues for financial help, the family found COTA. Once the 

family officially got on board with COTA, local volunteers began working to raise funds in honor of 

the child. Hunter Contracting immediately began to help by organizing a very successful golf outing, 

which was the first of 27 golf outings the company would host to generate funds for the Children’s 

Organ Transplant Association. Since that first golf outing, Dr. Taddei, her late husband and the Hunter 

Contracting team have continued to support COTA. To date, their contributions have totaled nearly 

$500,000.   

 

Upon receipt of COTA’s Miracle Maker Award, Dr. Taddei said, “Nationwide, COTA community 

campaign volunteers are truly undertaking a life-saving effort. All of us working together -- volunteers, 

family members and Miracle Makers -- are saving lives, and we are able to rejoice when we hear that a 

child’s life was saved.” 

Throughout her lifetime, Dr. Taddei supported many charities, but always demanded that each of those 

charities had to use the funds for helping people and not for administrative costs. When she learned 

how COTA efficiently helps transplant families, Dr. Taddei immediately jumped into action with the 

first golf outing and continued her support for many years after the little boy received his life-saving 

transplant. In 2011 Dr. Taddei created a provision in her will to support COTA when she was no 



longer able to do so. She lost her valiantly fought cancer battle in June 2017, but her legacy of service 

and support undoubtedly lives on. 


