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For more than two decades I have listened to 
Children’s Organ Transplant Association (COTA) 
parents, grandparents, patients and spouses talk about 
their journeys … triumphs … challenges … and their 
need for HOPE, which is what COTA has offered since 
the day it was founded. During my tenure I have also 
learned that each of us (Miracle Makers, volunteers 
and advocates) bring a portion of our distinct stories to 
strengthen and expand COTA’s message of HOPE.

Since April 1986 COTA has assisted more than 3,500 
transplant-needy children, teens and young adults. 
Throughout these 34 years, COTA has become known as  
the Trusted Leader Supporting Families … For a Lifetime.  
COTA is the largest organization dedicated to helping 
families of children and young adults with transplant-
related expenses, and providing fundraising assistance 

to community volunteers across the country. In the past 
three years alone, COTA’s staff and Miracle Makers 
(volunteers and supporters) have served a record 668 new  
transplant families by reallocating nearly $12 million 
to meet transplant-related expenses. Click here for a 
complete listing of transplant patients who became part 
of COTA’s family during the past year. 

Over the years of serving at COTA’s helm I have 
had thousands of conversations with parents who were 

devastated when told their child, teen or young adult 
had a life-threatening disease. I hear the crippling 
fear in their voices. I listen as parents share the 
unimaginable possibility that tomorrow might not come 
for their child -- a child who had been dreamt about and 
hoped for. A child whose life might be cut short.

COTA exists to help these families … families of 
children and young adults who need a life-saving 
transplant. COTA’s goal is to ease transplant families’ 

COTA’s Mission:  
The Children’s Organ Transplant Association helps children and young 
adults who need a life-saving transplant by providing fundraising 
assistance and family support.

2018–2019 Impact Report
by Rick Lofgren, COTA President 

Teagan Jones
Daytona Beach, Florida 
Age: 3
Date of Transplant:  June 21, 2018
Liver Transplant Recipient
AdventHealth Transplant Institute
Orlando, Florida

“While every transplant story is definitely different, ours was unique because of Teagan’s 
compressed ‘transplant timeline.’ We learned about the Children’s Organ Transplant 
Association at her first transplant team appointment, and she was listed for a new liver 
just six days later. Her life-saving transplant occurred three weeks after that, and we 
were all home one week after transplant. COTA has been an incredible safety net for us. 
We understand the reality of transplant including the appointments, medications and 
possible second transplant that could be part of her future. The peace of mind COTA 
provides is truly invaluable and lasts … for a lifetime.”

— Elizabeth Puglisi and Zach Jones, Parents of Teagan

https://cota.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2018-19-COTA-Patients.pdf


including the role COTA has played, and continues to 
play, in it. 

Also in attendance at the 2019 COTA Miracle Maker 
Celebration was COTA Kid Blake Bahr from the St. 
Louis area. Blake’s mom, Heather, shared what COTA 
means to this Missouri family, “COTA has been so 
amazing to our family from the very beginning of our 
journey. There are no words to describe the gratitude 
we feel for COTA’s support. The fact that the dollars 
raised by COTA volunteers in honor of our son will 
be available for a lifetime has allowed us to worry less 
about the financial aspects of transplant and focus on 
the most important thing -- our son’s care. COTA gives 
us HOPE.”

Whether you are a COTA volunteer, a Miracle 
Maker, a transplant professional or a transplant family 
who is working hard to share our story of life-saving 
support and guidance, please accept my heartfelt 
gratitude. Your words, your sacrifices and your gifts 
allow COTA to continue working with new transplant 
families each and every week not only this fiscal year, 
but also for a lifetime.

As you review our 2018-2019 Impact Report, please 
search for clues, i.e. data, quotes and updates, that will 
help you better understand why COTA families are 
typically ‘raving fans.’ Our families’ collective gratitude 
is not just focused on their own post-transplant kids, 
teens, young adults and their life-giving organ/tissue 
donors -- it is much more global. It is gratitude that is 
rooted in HOPE and grows exponentially for a lifetime 
thanks in great part to you, a COTA Miracle Maker.

Thank you for being a critical part of 
COTA’s lifetime guarantee!

A message of HOPE
stress by reducing the financial burdens they face 
every single day of their journeys. At the core of every 
conversation someone at COTA has with one of our 
families is a gentle reminder that the primary reason 
COTA exists is to give them HOPE.

Thanks to the thousands of Miracle Makers located 
throughout the nation, COTA is able to make a 
tremendous impact on our families’ lives. This is done 
by working side-by-side with volunteers who help share 
a family’s story and raise funds to meet out-of-pocket, 
transplant-related expenses. Fortune Magazine recently 
reported the average kidney transplant, which is the 
‘least expensive’ of all types of transplants, costs more 
than $400,000 for the procedure alone. Our families 
whose kids and teens need a life-saving stem cell or cord 
blood transplant have expenses that often exceed $1 
million. These cost estimates do not include the lifetime 
of additional transplant-related expenses that are part of 
our families’ transplant journeys.

Health care costs continue to rise at an alarming rate. 
Adding more stress is the fact that many COTA families 
lose a significant portion of their income when either 
parent becomes a full-time caregiver at a time when 
the family’s out-of-pocket medical expenses are rising 
dramatically. COTA families are extremely grateful that 
our supporters help them avoid financial ruin and allow 
them to focus solely on their transplant-needy child, 
teen or young adult.

At our 2019 Miracle Maker Celebration in June, 
COTA Kid Henry Rogers was in attendance, as well 
as many of his family members, to showcase what a 
life-changing difference a new kidney can make. Our 
Miracle Makers were moved by COTA Mom Elizabeth 
Rogers’ sharing of their family’s transplant journey 

COTA Kid Blake Bahr and his parents, Heather and Nick at the 2019 Miracle 

Maker Celebration.



COTA’s 6th Annual Miracle Maker Celebration 
was held on June 22, 2019, at the SILO Auto Club & 
Conservancy in Indianapolis. This event raised more 
than $165,000 to further COTA’s mission of helping 
children and young adults who need a life-saving 
transplant by providing fundraising assistance and 
family support.

“This year’s event was a great celebration of our 
nationwide network of volunteers and contributors 
who day in and day out make a life-saving difference 
in honor of our transplant families,” said Rick Lofgren, 
COTA’s President. “The funds raised at this year’s 
celebration will be used to give our transplant families 
HOPE for a brighter tomorrow.”

The 2019 Miracle Maker Celebration 
Honored Volunteers

Bonnie Griner
Moultrie, Georgia 
Age: 40
Date of Transplant: May 1, 2017
Double Lung Transplant Recipient
Duke University Hospital
Durham, North Carolina

“From the moment we heard about the Children’s Organ Transplant Association 
(COTA) we had HOPE. Before we knew COTA existed we were so worried about how 
we would ever be able to pay for a double lung transplant and relocation to another 
state and medications and the list went on. Once we started working with COTA our 
financial fears were gone. Without all of the support and guidance from COTA, I would 
not have been able to receive this transplant. It is very comforting to know COTA will 
be there to answer any questions and help in any way possible … for a lifetime.”

— Bonnie Griner

COTA’s 2019 George Taliaferro Miracle Maker Award 
was presented to Nick Lynum. Nick is the CEO and 
Founder of Glasir Capital Partners in Phoenix, Arizona, 
and has been a generous advocate of COTA for several 
years. Nick has been a member of COTA’s President’s 
Advisory Council since 2006. Since the beginning of 
his work with COTA, Nick has given to help more than 
300 kids in support of COTA’s HOPE-giving mission.

Major sponsors for COTA’s 2019 Miracle Maker 
Celebration included Comprehensive Financial 
Consultants, Hern Family LLP, Scott and Nikki 
Ganton, Tim and Cheri DeBruicker, The Lofgren 
Family, Cook Medical, Medtronic, Atlanta Cap, 
John Simmons & Morris Group, Kathleen McNeely, 
Novartis, Sun King Brewery, Walgreens, Katz, Sapper & 
Miller and Taft Stettinius & Hollister, LLP.

COTA Kid Blake Bahr, Nick Bahr, 2019 George Taliaferro Miracle Maker 

Award recipient Nick Lynum, board chair Rob Aukerman, and Rick Lofgren 

at the 2019 Miracle Maker Celebration.



Roberta Edrington (1916–2019) 

Nearly 20 years ago Roberta Edrington sat in her 
Florence, Kentucky, living room listening to a newscast 
on a local radio station. During the broadcast the 
news director mentioned a fundraising event for a 
young Cincinnati-area patient who was waiting for 
a transplant. Moved by what she heard on the radio, 
Roberta made a life-changing decision to make a 
donation to help transplant families in need.

Within the next year COTA President Rick Lofgren 
visited Roberta in her home and heard this story 
firsthand. Rick visited Roberta while in town for other 
business to personally thank her and let her know the 
impact of her generosity. This was important to Roberta 
because it let her know her donation was doing exactly 
what she intended. It was at this point Roberta told 
Rick she wanted to continue to make a difference. This  
conversation was the basis for a nearly 20-year legacy of gifts  
that would make a life-saving difference for COTA kids.

Roberta grew up in Northern Kentucky and was the 
youngest of three girls. She often shared stories about 
walking a mile to get to the bus station (regardless of 
the weather) to cross the Ohio River to get to work 
throughout the 1940s. During her nearly 50-year 
career, she worked in her parents’ store, for the Crosley 
Corporation (manufacturing), and for Hagedorn 
appliances. She eventually retired in 1979 from The 
Cincinnati Post, a local newspaper.

Roberta was married for a short time and had a baby 
who passed at birth during World War II, which left a 
difficult memory for her to carry throughout her life. 
Roberta never let this stop her; she continued working 
knowing she would be joined again someday with her 
baby boy. 

Roberta loved gardening and was well known in her 
neighborhood as the lady with the straw hat tending her 
plants. She also loved reading, quilting and traveling 
when given the chance. Roberta learned to drive in her 
mid-30s and her love of driving allowed her to enjoy 
many trips and make memories with her sisters. At the 
age of 98, Roberta realized the “machines” as she called 
them were going much faster than she was comfortable 
with and gave up driving. At this time gardening 
became more difficult also so she started doing table-top 
gardening. 

Throughout her lifetime Roberta supported many 
charities, but always demanded that each of these 
charities had to use the funds to “help people and not 
for general administrative costs.” When she learned 
how COTA specifically assists transplant families, 
Roberta started following the stories of families 
receiving assistance and support from COTA. She 
happily continued with her annual donation for many 
years. On several occasions she also donated items such 
as her beloved quilts to be auctioned for the benefit of 
Cincinnati-area families’ fundraising activities.

Roberta received her last paycheck in January 1979; 
however, she managed throughout her life to invest 
and remain financially able to support herself and while 
helping others. Roberta certainly was not one to waste 
hard-earned money. She always shopped for the lowest-
priced groceries and reused things as she was able. These 
practices allowed Roberta to remain in her home into 
her final days. 

Roberta celebrated her 103rd birthday in March 2019 
with friends. But sadly she had fallen ill and had to 
celebrate in the hospital. She passed away peacefully on 
April 7, 2019, but had talked many times with friends 
of hers who were helped care for her in her later years 

about her blessed life. Rick Lofgren visited with Roberta 
during her last month. She left an indelible mark on 
him and on many COTA kids she never met personally. 

Roberta’s generosity and giving have continued with a 
generous gift forthcoming from her estate.

COTA Hope Fund
In 2019 the COTA Hope Fund was created in honor 

of generous gifts from Roberta Edrington and many 
other longtime supporters. The COTA Hope Fund 
provides a safety net for families who are facing the 
financial and emotional challenges of raising a child 
who needs a life-saving transplant. COTA Hope Fund 
contributions enable:

• COTA to serve transplant families to ensure no 
child is denied a second chance at life due to 
financial issues.

• COTA to provide services to transplant families at 
no cost.

If you would like additional information about how to 
use your will, or other planned gift vehicles, to make a 
significant gift to the COTA Hope Fund, please contact 
Rick Lofgren at 800.366.2682.

Miracle Maker Spotlight

Martha Smith, Roberta Edrington and Rick Lofgren



COTA Again Receives Charity  
Navigator’s Four-Star Rating   

COTA has achieved Charity 
Navigator’s 4-star rating for the ninth 
year in a row. The 4-star rating,  
Charity Navigator’s highest, is given 
to not-for-profit organizations that demonstrate strong 
financial health and a commitment to accountability 
and transparency.

“Only 3% of the charities we rate have received at 
least nine consecutive 4-star evaluations, indicating 
the Children’s Organ Transplant Association exceeds 
industry standards and outperforms most other charities 
in your area of work,” wrote Michael Thatcher, Charity 
Navigator’s President and CEO. “This exceptional 
designation from Charity Navigator sets COTA apart 
from its peers and demonstrates to the public its 
trustworthiness.”

According to Charity Navigator, receiving four out of 
a possible four stars shows that COTA adheres to sector 
best practices and executes it mission in a financially 
efficient way.

The American Legion 

Throughout 2019, The American Legion celebrated 
its 100th anniversary. Incorporated by Congress in 
1919, The American Legion is America’s largest and 
arguably most active veterans service organization. Its 
programs and outreach are designed to uplift children 
and youth.

The American Legion’s focus on children and youth 
have allowed the nationwide advocacy group to become 
a national and statewide supporter of the Children’s 
Organ Transplant Association for three decades. The 
entire American Legion Family (The American Legion, 
The American Legion Auxiliary, The Sons of the 
American Legion and The American Legion Riders) 
provides support to COTA through financial assistance 
and volunteerism. 

Throughout the past year, American Legion Posts, 
Units, Squadrons and Riders sponsored golf outings, 
cooked spaghetti suppers, rode motorcycles, laughed 
and were entertained by karaoke contests, shined 
their chrome for car shows and undertook many other 
fundraisers to contribute life-saving dollars to local or 
statewide COTA campaigns. 

“COTA’s fundraising suggestions have a proven track 
record here in New Jersey. We have used all those and 
a couple more to raise more than $67,000 in honor of 
Garden State COTA kids. It has been helpful to have 
a COTA family at our events because if anyone has 
specific questions the family can answer them. It is 
gratifying knowing we are making an impact for these 
COTA kids and their families!” said Lenny Hart, New 
Jersey State Director, a longtime COTA Miracle Maker.

In the Department of Indiana, Legion Family 
members raised more than $20,000 this past year, while 
Florida Legionnaires are currently working to raise 
more than $75,000 to help alleviate financial stress for 
Sunshine State transplant families. Additionally several 
other American Legion Post, Units, Detachments and 
Riders showed their support for COTA nationwide this 
past year.

As one of COTA’s longest and most ardent supporters, 
The American Legion Family continues to give HOPE  
to transplant families across the country. Since launching  
its commitment to giving kids and teens a second 
chance at life, this large and influential group of COTA 
Miracle Makers has contributed more than $1,300,000 
to COTA and to COTA community campaigns -- 
including more than $150,000 in the past year.

Miracle Maker Spotlight

Lenny Hart and Sally Frascatore enjoy the 2019 Miracle Maker  

Celebration at the SILO Auto Club and Conservancy.



Statement of Activities Year ended June 30, 2019

Statement of Functional Expenses Year ended June 30, 2019

 Without Donor Restrictions With Donor Restrictions Total
REVENUE    

Contributions $   269,625 $  4,976,707 $  5,246,332
Other fundraising income                                     160,233 – 160,233
Interest and dividend income 1,482,933 3,505 1,486,438 

(net of investment expenses of $135,789)
Realized and unrealized gain (loss) on investments 1,994,746 15,147 2,009,893
Lease and other income 125,714 – 125,714
Net assets released from restrictions 3,768,837 (3,768,837) –
Total revenues $ 7,802,088 $ 1,226,522 $ 9,028,610

EXPENSES    
Patient campaign program 4,943,293 – 4,943,293
Management and general 714,001 – 714,001
Fundraising 533,605 – 533,605
Total expenses $ 6,190,899 – $ 6,190,899

Change in net assets 1,611,189 1,226,522 2,837,711

Net assets, beginning of year 2,115,594 32,457,770 34,573,364

Net assets, end of year $ 3,726,783 $ 33,684,292 $ 37,411,075

 Patient Campaign Management and General Fundraising Total

Salaries and wages $   727,505 $   433,705 $   237,838 $   1,399,048
Payroll taxes 49,495       31,192     16,179 96,866
Employee benefits 155,553 96,141 50,854 302,548
Professional services and fees  31,630 24,858  58,848 115,336

Transplant patient-related expenses 3,768,837 – – 3,768,837
Travel 73,053 33,089  31,283  137,425
Certification fees 15,263 – – 15,263
Advertising 41,763 4,176  41,320 87, 259   

Utilities 4,502  2,684    1,472 8,658
Insurance 10,454 6,232 3,418 20,104
Repairs and maintenance 7,852 14,103    2,567    24,522
Depreciation 29,066 17,328 9,503 55,897

Supplies and office equipment 2,796 16,015 526 19,337
Postage            9,914 6,885    3,838    20,637
Telephone 6,391 8,508    1,539 16,438
Miscellaneous  9,219 19,085 74,420 102,724

 $ 4,943,293 $   714,001 $   533,605 $ 6,190,899      

Children’s Organ Transplant Association, Inc.

Statement of Financial Position
June 30, 2019

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents $ 265,666

Interest receivable  350,000

Pledges and grants receivable, net  30,610

Prepaids and other assets  51,519

Investments 36,728,030

Property and equipment, net  485,311

 $ 37,911,136

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $  161,102

Line of credit  338,959

  500,061         

Net Assets

Without donor restrictions 1,213,731

Without donor restrictions, 
board designated 2,513,052

Total without donor restrictions 3,726,783

With donor restrictions 33,684,292

 $ 37,911,136

If you would like a copy of our 2018-2019 audited financial statements, 
please contact our office at 800.366.2682



2501 West COTA Drive • Bloomington, IN 47403 
800.366.2682 • cota@cota.org • COTA.org

The Hope Society 
The Hope Society was established to 

recognize forward-thinking individuals who have 
remembered the Children’s Organ Transplant 
Association (COTA) in their estate plans.  

Jean Berger Estate 
Colleen Coyle
Patricia Dudas
Roberta Edrington†

Michael Fletcher
Ron and Pat Formella
Herman Gans 
Marquita Holzinger
Louise Kaiser Estate 
Michael Kelly
Laurent and Pamela Leferre
Jim and Sereta Leiter
Douglas Lippert
Rick and Lisa Lofgren
Anne Monahan Estate 
Tony and Dawn Paganelli
David and Judy† Rubin
Audrey M. Shanahan
Janice Stafford Estate 
Dr. Mirian Taddei†
Deborah Sigrid Taylor
Don Wampler, Sr.†
Don and Rebecca Wampler
Mike and Kerri Welsh

                           †Deceased 

Miracle Makers 
COTA is grateful for the generous support of 

more than 28,000 contributors this past year. These 
contributors, COTA Miracle Makers, assist the 
Children’s Organ Transplant Association to ensure 
transplant-needy patients receive support for a 
lifetime. All contributors are listed at COTA.org. 

COTA is also thankful for the ongoing and  
significant support of contributors to the organization’s  
endowment funds. These funds include the George 
Taliaferro Patient Emergency Endowment (for 
medical emergencies) and the Operating Endowment 
(for patient benefit, donor education and registration 
efforts, and ongoing support of COTA’s mission). 

To receive a printed list of those who made gifts between  
July 1, 2018, and June 30, 2019, please call COTA at 
800.366.2682 or email a request to cota@cota.org.  

Memorial and Honor Gifts 
Numerous individuals were memorialized or 

honored by family, friends and others who wished to 
recognize them through a contribution to COTA. 
All contributors are listed at COTA.org. To receive 
a list of contributors who made these gifts between 
July 1, 2018, and June 30, 2019, please call COTA at 
800.366.2682 or email a request to cota@cota.org.  

If you would like a copy of COTA’s audited 2018-2019  
financial statements, please call 800.366.2682 or 
email a request to cota@cota.org.

Board of Directors
Rob Aukerman, Chair
JoEllen Baldwin
Marc Collins
Matthew M. Drowne, M.Ed, M.A.
Jolene Ellis, MD
Patrick F. X. Fitzpatrick, JD
T. Michael Ford, Vice Chair
Lisa Fulkerson, CPA, CFO+

Scott Ganton
Mark Hannah, CPA 
Nelson Hellwig, MBA
Rick Lofgren, President+
Kathleen T. McNeely 
David Ormstedt, JD, Secretary 
Scott Price, CPA, Treasurer
Suzanne Seiders, BSN
Yolanda Trevino, PhD

President’s Advisory Council
Cassie Franks Amadio
Zina Berry, DPharm
Tim DeBruicker
James C. Gilroy, III
Craig Huffman
Lauren Isaacs
Sharon Knapp
Nick Lynum
Arlene Macdonald, PhD
Julie Morgan
Rebecca Martinez Reid, PhD
Chella McClead Tedrow, MSW 
F. Anthony Paganelli, JD
Brent Starks 
Jackie Tillman
MG Clif Tooley 
Nancy Vazquez-Soto
Dr. William Winslade

Board of Directors and Staff Members
June 30, 2019

Staff
Administrative Staff
Teresa Cracraft
Lisa Fulkerson
Susan Gray
Rick Lofgren
Heather Steele

Development, Marketing and 
Communications Staff
Jennifer Benson
Kristy Brown
Danielle Faczan
Jillian Lawrence
Jordan Lewis
Emma McGowan
Charles Miller
Kim Carter Parker
Rod Porter
Lauren Wilmer

Family Services Staff
Emma Bentson
Abbey Chambers
Shauna Hockett
Rebecca McCall Martin
Kathryn Osterbrook
Sherry Stevens

2018–2019 Honor Roll of COTA Contributors

+ Denotes Non-Voting  
Ex Officio Board Member




